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Euphorbia lathyris: The Redness/Stinging/Burning, Rosacea, Skin 
Infection and Facial Edema Remedy 

 
Introduction: 
Today's Homeopathic Hit is Euphorbia lathyris, commonly known as Gopher-Plant or 
Caper Spurge. Boericke highlights the fresh milky juice as exceedingly acrid to the skin 
and the fruit as highly purgative and poisonous, with a remedy picture involving 
erysipelas-like eruptions, Poison Oak-like irritation, burning and smarting skin, oedematous 
swelling, vomiting, purging, cough, weakness, and nervous stupor. 
Origin of Euphorbia lathyris: 
Prepared from Gopher-Plant, Euphorbia lathyris reflects a state of acrid irritation affecting 
the skin, mucous membranes, stomach, bowels, respiratory tract, and nervous system. Its 
picture is intense, inflammatory, and toxic in character, with burning, itching, swelling, 
purgation, weakness, and eruptions that may become raw or ulcerated. 
 

Key Characteristics and Primary Uses 

Acrid Milky Juice: The fresh juice is exceedingly acrid when applied to the skin. 
Erysipelas-like Skin: Redness, itching, pimples, oedema, burning, smarting, and possible 
ulceration. 
Poison Oak-like Eruptions: Boericke points to symptoms resembling Rhus poisoning and 
notes local use for Poison Oak. 
Facial and Eyelid Swelling: Eyelids may be almost closed from oedema; the face may be 
red, puffed, burning, and sensitive to touch. 
Digestive Irritation: Nausea and vomiting of clear water with white gelatinous lumps; 
stools may contain transparent gelatinous mucus and later blood. 
Respiratory Paroxysms: Cough may begin as hacking irritation and later become 
paroxysmal, with vomiting, diarrhoea, and sleepiness between attacks. 
Weakness and Joint Symptoms: Rheumatic pains during rest, paralytic weakness in 
joints, and general prostration. 
Nervous Depression: Delirium, hallucinations, stupor, and coma are included in the 
remedy picture. 
Skin Desquamation: Fine bran-like scaling may follow the erythematous eruption. 
 

Dosages and Potencies 

Boericke's Dose: Third to thirtieth potency. 
Medium Potencies: 12x, 12c, 15x, 30x, 30c. 
Higher Potencies: Consult your favorite homeopath through GNHShealing.com or 
VibrantLife247.com. 
 
 

http://vibrantlife247.com/


 
Complementary Remedies 
Based on erysipelas-like eruptions, Poison Oak-like skin irritation, burning and smarting, 
acrid ulcers, oedema, vomiting, purging, cough, coma, and rheumatic weakness. 
Rhus toxicodendron: Boericke lists Rhus tox as antidoting the skin symptoms; compare 
in Poison Oak-like eruptions, burning, itching, and raw irritation. 
Veratrum album: Boericke lists Veratrum album for antidoting vomiting, purging, cough, 
and coma. 
Apis mellifica: Compare where oedema, swelling, burning, stinging, and inflamed skin are 
prominent. 
Cantharis: Compare in intense burning, acrid irritation, and raw inflammatory states of 
skin or mucous surfaces. 
Croton tiglium: Symptom-based comparison for acrid skin eruptions and violent purgative 
bowel irritation. 
Arsenicum album: Compare in burning pains, prostration, toxic states, acrid discharges, 
and collapse-like weakness. 
Graphites: Compare when rough, scaly eruptions, rawness, and ulcerated skin remain 
part of the picture. 
Causticum: Indicated when burning, rawness and soreness are present. 
 

Cautions: 
The fresh juice of Euphorbia lathyris is described as acrid, and the fruit as highly purgative 
and poisonous. Severe skin reactions, swelling around the eyes, bloody stools, labored 
breathing, delirium, stupor, coma, or symptoms suggesting poisoning require urgent 
professional evaluation. This discussion is educational and should not be used for 
self-treatment of toxic exposure or severe eruptions. 
Conclusion: 
When acrid irritation erupts on the skin with burning, smarting, oedema, and Poison 
Oak-like intensity, when the stomach and bowels are driven into vomiting and purging, and 
when weakness, cough, and nervous depression enter the picture, Euphorbia lathyris 
reflects Boericke’s sharply toxic remedy state - a Gopher-Plant remedy for burning skin, 
acrid eruptions, purgative irritation, and profound prostration. 
Disclaimer: 
This content is for educational purposes only and is not a substitute for professional 
medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Always consult your healthcare provider before 
beginning any remedy. 


